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Just two weeks before the 
budget, a silver haired lady 
looked up from her writing as her 
economist husband approached 
her somewhere in the capital, 
“What are you writing this time?” 
he asked.

“Giving the fi nishing touches to 
my new work!” she said.

“Fiction?” he asked as she 
nodded, “Your books have lots 
of imagination, plenty of fantasy 
and make believe! When do you 
plan it’s release?”

“1st February!” she said.

“Expecting a huge turnout for 
the book launch?”

“Normally five hundred and 
forty-three people,” she said, 
“I’ll have to read the book to all 
of them!”

“You think it wil l  be well 
received?”

“Most will,” she said, “a few 
may not!”

“Why?” he asked.

“They’ll say it has no facts and 
fi gures!”

“Does it?” he asked peering 
at her.

“Come on husband this is a 
work of fi ction. It’s to lull people 
to feel good. Why should a 
fairy tale contain dull facts and 

fi gures!”

“So,” said the husband, “it may 
not sell? It may not be a best 
seller?”

“Of course it will be a best 
seller!” said the silver haired 
lady looking up, “Weren’t my last 
three books all best sellers?”

“ I  read them,” sa id  her 
economist husband.

“And…?” she asked looking 
at him.

“Great works of fiction!” he 
said looking at her, “You should 
try for the Pulitzer or Booker 
prize, I am sure you will win 
them hands down! Why don’t 
you enter it this year?”

The silver haired lady, looked 
up from her writing and stared at 
her husband, “You know I can’t 
do that. The people don’t know 
this is a novel!”

“But it is!” said her husband, 
“See, how often you have been 
looking at the thesaurus for better 
words for ‘future growth,’ ‘time 
ahead,’ ‘hereafter,’ ‘expected 
rise,’ all words novelists use to 
write bestsellers! Come let me 
post it for you!” said the husband 
of the silver haired lady as he 
made an attempt to gather the 
manuscript!”

“Don’t!” screamed the silver 
haired lady, “If it is ever published 
as fi ction, I am fi nished!”

“Come on!” said her husband, 
“Someday, these yearly books of 
yours will be revealed for what 
they are; works of fi ction! Then 
we both will go to Stockholm!”

“Stockholm?” asked the silver 
haired lady.

“Yes Nirmala, to get the Nobel 
Prize, for the best fi ctious work in 
the world, brought out for release 
every February, read out by the 
author herself..!”
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A Nobel Prize for Fiction..!

Dr. Ravi Chaturvedi
Tata Group taking over 

Air India is the return of 
prodigal to its  original 
owners. However, it is not 
going to be a cake walk. 
Aviation  experts point out 
the Tatas are going to be 
confronted with problems  
galore like older ailing 
aircraft, inferior cabin 
products and human  re-
sources issue.. Even then 
the experts and global 
competitors do see  the 
airline becoming a chal-
lenger in the international 
space.   
There is no denial of 

the fact that Air India is 
the  largest among Indian 
carriers in the interna-
tional skies. Nevertheless,   
foreign airlines have a 
larger market share and 
carried more passengers  
than Air India till regu-
lar international flights 
were allowed before   the 
onset of the COVID-19 
pandemic.   
Suresh Nair, an aviation 

maestro with experience 
of working  with some 
domestic and foreign 
airlines, has reservations 
about Air  India’s climb 
to its past glory, “If the 
Tatas are able to rebuild 
the  airline to its past 
glory it is going to be a 

Tatas have a behemoth 
of problem on hands

Air India revival will require super special efforts
herculean task. A heaven  
sent opportunity for Air 
India as international 
traffic is being  currently 
carried by various global 
carriers.” He elaborated 
further,  “Air India’s 
success on the India-US 
routes is a clear indicator 
that  there is a demand 
for direct flights on 
Indian national carrier 
provided  it meets the 
expectations of the flying 
public.”   
 There are words of 

caution from another 
expert, “The needs  of 
millennia’s are totally 
different from the kind 
of product and  service 
offering of AI. It will 
mean positioning yourself 
as a modern,  technol-
ogy-driven, innovative 
and environmentally con-
scious airline  rather than 
being seen as an old 
relic from the days of 
being a  Government-run 
enterprise.”   
Another expert opined, 

“Revival of AI is easier 
said than  done as the 
Tata Group does not 
have the kind of ex-
pertise required to  turn 
around an airline of this 
size. They would need to 
hire someone  charismatic 
and able from outside 
to put a revival plan in 
place. It  would not be 
easy to hire from outside 
as the best available may 
not  want to come to 
India.”   
It has been pointed 

out that the turnaround 
of British  Airways in 
the 1980s and 90s was 
the commissioning of 
Colin Marshall, a   mag-

netic personality who was 
brought from outside and 
worked with  insiders to 
revive the airlines.   
The Government re-

turned Air India to Tatas 
after seven  decades of 
gap as there was marked 
inefficiency leading to a 
huge debt.   It was Rs. 
61,652 crore on August 
31, 2021 and nearly Rs 
15,000 crore  excess li-
abilities towards unpaid 
fuel bills and other op-
erational  creditors.   
The Tatas have taken 

over the airline at the 
worst possible  time at 
prevailing COVID-19 pan-
demic and high fuel costs.
Air India is   likely to 
head for its biggest-ever 
loss of over Rs. 20,000 
crore in  this financial 
year.   
The airline never made 

a profit since its merger 
with  Indian Airlines in 
2007-08. Now that they 
are back in Air India’s 
helm,   the Tatas aim to 
provide enhanced in-flight 
services and improved  
on-time performance.They 
also have to foster a cor-
porate culture among  the 
airline’s employees. In ad-
dition, the issues of older 
aircraft and  inferior cabin 

products need immediate 
addressing.   
The upgrading and 

maintenance of the fleet 
of 141 aircraft   is the 
need of hour. Air India 
management has decided 
to hand over only  118 of 
them in fly-worthy condi-
tion to Tatas. On the flip 
side, there   were five 
787s lying unused due 
to the unavailability of 
engines. The  most lucra-
tive US sector is being 
covered by the Boeing 
777 fleet. Out  of this, 
at least two aircraft have 
been found not fit to fly, 
while the  remaining need 
heavy refurbishing   
But as Air India takes 

off to reclaim its lost sky 
glory  under the steward-
ship of Tata Group, it 
will face turbulence in 
the form  of major chal-
lenges needing immediate 
attention.   
With dynamic Jyotirad-

itya Scindia in the cockpit 
and  efficient Tatas on the 
ground, the stewardship of 
duo will enable Air  In-
dia soar to its heights of 
grandeur and glory once 
again, only time  will tell!   
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Beijing, Feb 5:
Skier Arif Khan led a 

small four-strong Indian 
contingent during the 
Winter Olympics opening 
ceremony here on Friday 
amid a diplomatic boycott 
of the event by the 
country.
 The 31-year-old Arif 

will be the lone Indian 
competitor at the Games, 
having qualified in Slalom 
and Giant Slalom events. 
India sent a six-member 
contingent to the Games 
including a coach, a 
technician and a team 
manager.
 Arif is the first Indian 

to secure qualification in 
two events of the same 
edition of the Games and 
his competitions are slated 
for February 13 and 16.
 India was the 23rd 

contingent to walk in 
during the grand ceremony 
at the iconic Bird’s Nest 
stadium here as China 
welcomed athletes from 
84 countries amid a 
diplomatic boycott by 
powerful nations such as 

the USA and Britain over 
its alleged human rights 
violations in the Xinjiang 
region.
 India announced a 

diplomatic boycott of 
the Games after China 
fielded Qi Fabao, the 
regimental commander of 
the People’s Liberation 
Army, who was injured 
during the 2020 military 
face-off with Indian 
soldiers in the Galwan 
Valley in eastern Ladakh, 
as a torchbearer for the 
event’s Torch Relay.
 Born in Kashmir’s 

Baramulla district, Arif 
took up skiing quite 
early in life, winning 
his first national slalom 

Skier Arif leads
4-member Indian contingent

China opens Winter Olympics amids lockdown & boycotts

championship at the age 
of just 12.
 He later went on to 

win two gold medals in 
the Slalom and Giant 
Slalom events of the 
South Asian Winter 
Games in 2011.
 He has also participated 

in both the editions of 
the Khelo India Winter 
Games held in Gulmarg, 
Jammu and Kashmir.
 Arif’s inspiration 

was his father Yasin 
Khan, who owns a 
ski equipment shop in 
Gulmarg, a popular 
tourist destination in 
Jammu and Kashmir.
 Previously, India’s 

W i n t e r  O l y m p i c s 
campaigns have been 
identified with one man 
- veteran luge athlete 
Shiva Keshavan, who 
represented the country 
in six editions of the 
mega-event.
 The 40 -yea r -o ld 

from Manali, Himachal 
Pradesh has now taken 
up the role of promoting 
winter sports in India.
Ch ina , wh ich used 
its first Olympics to 
amplify its international 
aspirations, invited the 
world back on Friday 
sort of for the pandemic 
era’s second Games, this 
time as an emboldened 
and more powerful nation 
whose government’s 
a u t h o r i t a r i a n  t u r n 
provoked some countries’ 

leaders into staying home. 
 Chinese President 

Xi Jinping declared the 
Games open during a 
ceremony heavy on ice-
blue tones and winter 
imagery, held in the same 
lattice-encased Bird’s Nest 
stadium that hosted the 
inaugural event of the 
2008 Summer Olympics. 
 Athletes Zhao Jiawen 

and Dinigeer Yilamujiang, 
a member of the country’s 
Uyghur Muslim minority, 
delivered the final Olympic 
flame. The choice of 
Yilamujiang was steeped 
in symbolism: Critics say 
the Beijing government 
has abused and oppressed 
Uyghurs on a massive 
scale. � � � � � � � 
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வaDற7. இ]:யா)=4 அத� 
பா:!d )Dத4 ஆJ0ேதாX4 
உய/Dற7. எவaTU, எ]த> 
தaண>:* d[Xேநா6 ஏ[ப04 
எ�ப7 ெத\யா7.   

அதனா*, அ{வ!ேபா7 d[Xேநா6 
ெதாட/பான ப\ேசாதைனகைள ெச67 
ெகாEள ேவJ04. d[Xேநாைய 
ஆர4ப Wைல#ேலேய கJட2]7 
@D'ைச அ9>தா* அதைன 
3vைமயாக Uண!ப0>தலா4. 
அ7 U2>த d\த*கE பரவலாக 
இ*ைல. d[Xேநா6 |)ரமைட]த 
�றேக மa>7வமைனகைள நா( 
வaD�றன/. இ]த )வகார>:* 
மTக}TU )n!dண/` ஏ[ப0>த 
ேவJ04 எ�பத[காகேவ இ>தைகய 
Wகr'@கைள நட>7Dேறா4.

 இ{வாX அவ/ P2னா/.   
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K.3,611 ேகா(யாக`4, ெமா>த 
லாப4 K.1,16556 ேகா(யாக`4, Wகர 
லாப4 K.551 ேகா(யாக`4 உEள7. 
வCD#� Wகர வராTகட� 3.44% 
ஆக`4, வCD#� ெசா>7 �தான 
வaவா6 1.32%ஆக`4 உEள7. 
வCD#� Wகர ம:!d கட]த 
ஆJ(* K.5,692 ேகா(#ta]7 
K.6,335 ஆக உய/]7Eள7. 

இ]த வCD �&னk ெதாn*�&ப 
WXவனமான ‘PD6’ (GOOQii) உட� 
இைண]7 ‘@A� �&னk வா&'’ 
அ23க4 ெச67Eள7. 

இ7 ெட�& கா/ைட உEளடTDய 
kமா/& வா&'. இத� wல4 �ஓஎk 
சாதனCகE wல4 பண4 ெச=>த 
இய=4. இேதேபா* ‘@A� " 
ெஜ#�’ wல34 வா(Tைகயாள/கE 
பய�ெபX4 வைக#* Uைற]த 
)ைல#* அ23க4 ெச67Eேளா4. 

இ{வாX அவ/ P2bEளா/. 

345 67ய9 வ:; <=த� ந?ன வசABC 
‘ஐEஎG’ H+வன <4=ட9 5J4ட� ேசைவ 

ேவ�/, �!.5– 
ேவ�/ நXS மa>7வமைன   

3தலா4 ஆJ0 Wைற` )ழா ேகT 
ெவ&( ெகாJடாட!ப&ட7.

ேவ�/ நXS மa>7வமைன#* 
3தலா4 ஆJ0 Wைற` )ழா 
மa>7வமைன வளாக>:* 
@ற!பாக ெகாJடாட!ப&ட7. 
மa>7வமைன தைலவ/ Y.). 
ச4ப>, 7ைண> தைலவ/ 
அBதா ச4ப>, ெசய* இயTUந/ 
டாTட/ பா* ெஹ�2 ஆDேயா/ 
3�Bைல#* மa>7வமைன#* 
@D'ைச ெப[X வa4 ேநாயா9கE 
ேகT ெவ&( ெகாJடா(ன/.  இ:* 
மa>7வ/கE, ெச)tய/கE, 
ஊnய/கE ம[X4 ேநாயா9கE 
ெபaமள)* பCேக[றன/.   

அெம\Tகா நா&(� dகr ெப[ற 
ெஹ�2 ேபா/0 மa>7வமைன#� 
ெதாn*�&ப 7ைணbட� 

கட]த ஆJ0 �!ரவ\ 54 ேத: 
ேவ�\* நXS மa>7வமைன 
ெதாடCக!ப&ட7. ெபா7 
மa>7வ4, இaதய அXைவ @D'ைச, 
மக!ேபX மa>7வ4, w&0 
அXைவ @D'ைச, Uழ]ைதகE நல�, 
wைள அXைவ @D'ைச, @X�ரக 
அXைவ @D'ைச தJ0வட அXைவ 
@D'ைச, கா7, wTU, ெதாJைட 
@D'ைச, ப* மa>7வ4 உE9&ட 
25 @ற!d மa>7வ @D'ைச �\`கE 
வச:bட� இ4மa>7வமைன 
@ற!பாக இயCD வaDற7.   

இ 4 ம a > 7 வ ம ை ன 
ெதாடCக!ப&0 ஓராJ0 கால>:* 
நா&(� ப*ேவX பU:#ta]74, 
அJைட நா0க9ta]74 
35 ஆ#ர>7TU4 அ:கமான 
ேநாயா9கE வ]7 @D'ைச ெப[X 
Uணமைட]தன/. U2!பாக, உலைக 
அ'�X>: வa4 ெகாேரானா 

ெபa]ெதா[றா* (ேகா)&–19) 
பா:Tக!ப&ட 3 ஆ#ர>7TU4 
ேம[ப&டவ/கE @D'ைச ெப[X 
Uணமைட]தன/. ேம=4, 1500TU4 
ேம[ப&ட ேநாயா9க}TU 
@ற!d அXைவ @D'ைசகE 
ெச6ய!ப&0Eள7.

ேம=4, இ4மa>7வமைன UXDய 
கால>:ேலேய இaதய4, க*�ர*, 
@X�ரக4, �ைர�ர* உX!d மா[X 
அXைவ @D'ைச ெச6:ட த�rநா0 
அர� அC"கார4 வழCDbEள7 
U2!�ட>தTக7. இCU ‘ேராசா 
ேராேபா’ 7ைணbட� wைள 
அXைவ @D'ைச ெச6b4 வச:, 
வt!d ேநா6 @D'ைச கJகாp!d 
வச: ெதாடCக!ப&0Eள7. 
நா&(ேலேய, இ]த வச: உEள 2வ7 
மa>7வமைன எ�ற ெபaைமைய 
இ4மa>7வமைன ெப[XEளதாக 
தைலவ/ Y.). ச4ப> ெத\)>தா/. 

ேவ"# ந&' ம)*+வமைன 
.தலா2 ஆ45 6ைற8 �ழா: 
ேக< ெவ>? ெகா4டா>ட2

தைலவ5 L.M. ச?பN, OைணN தைலவ5 அQதா ச?பN பRேகSB


